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Cappadocia Fairy Chimney Ride, Turkey 
 

Itinerary 

The Cappadocia Fairy Chimney Ride begins and ends in 
the historic town of Avanos in the heart of 
Cappadocia. This ride takes you off the beaten path 
and allows you to explore the more remote valleys 
and villages where few tourists go.  

Day 1 

Transfer from Nevsehir or Kayseri. 

The meeting point is at the hotel in Avanos where you 
will meet the guides and learn about the week ahead. 

Dinner and overnight in Mustafapaşa. 

The following is the proposed itinerary but it is subject 
to change due to local conditions. Riding times are an 
approximation. 

The four nights camping requires a minimum of four 
people to be booked onto the ride. If this minimum 
has not been reached then you stay in hotel 
accommodation instead and are taken each day by 
vehicle to where the horses are left so that you will 
ride approximately the same route. 

During the week there is an opportunity to visit the 
Göreme Open Air Museum to see the awe-inspiring 
painted churches, built by exiled Christians during the 
Roman era, as well as watching the whirling dervishes 
perform in a 13th Century caravanserai. The visits will 
be arranged whilst you are in Turkey so that you can 
go when there are fewer tourists.  

If you wish to join an early morning balloon flight then 
please do let us know in advance of your holiday as 
these book up early. We have been informed that all 
are now full up to October 2019. Please remember 
that the balloons can only fly when the weather is 
good. 

After the flight you return to your hotel for a late 
breakfast and the riding programme continues as 
planned. 

 

Day 2 

Breakfast at your hotel at 08:00. After breakfast at 
09:00 you will be met and transferred to the stables 
by vehicle.  

Today you ride from Mustafapaşa to Ozkonak where 
you visit one of Cappadocia ́s largest underground 
cities. When excavated, the city revealed ten floors 
that could have housed 60,000 people for three 
months at a time. You can only visit the first four 
floors.  

Later return over Ziyaretdagi Mountain to Avanos. 
Afterwards if you wish it, there is time to visit the 
artisans and ceramic and carpet stores in Avanos and 
the surrounding area.  

Dinner in Avanos or the riding centre.  

Overnight in Mustafapaşa. (riding time 5 hours) 

Day 3 

After breakfast at 09:00 you are met and transferred 
to the horses. Remember to pack your bags as tonight 
will be your first camping night. 

You ride through Dereyamanli and on through the 
tranquil White Valley for lunch amongst the famed 
fairy chimneys. After lunch you ride across the 
Göreme Valley where you can look out onto the Rose 
and Red Valley until reaching the old fortress town of 
Ortahisar.  

Tonight you camp in the Rose Valley. (riding time 5 
hours) 
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Day 4 

Today you ride from Ortahisar to Mustafapasa, which 
was an old Greek village formerly known as Sinassos. If 
time, stop for tea and then ride on to the quiet village 
of Ayvali and onto a shaded trout farm where you 
have lunch.  

Camp tonight is just outside the village of Cemil where 
you have the opportunity to visit the 11th Century 
Keslik Monastery known as the Monastery of the 
archangels. (riding time 4-5 hours) 

Day 5 

This morning your ride will take you through the Cemil 
Valley across the plateau and then through the valleys 
filled with Cappadocia’s famed fairy chimneys. The 
horses scramble down a dramatic canyon to the 
village of Taskinpasa.  

It is normally possible to visit the 14th Century mosque 
before riding on to Karain and the overnight camp. 
(riding time 5-6 hours). 

 

Day 6 

After breakfast you ride up to the Akkoy plateau for a 
breathtaking view and then on to the little village of 
Sofular for lunch.  

On a clear day it is possible to see all the way to 
Mount Erciyes (3,918 m). Following the ancient 13th 

Century caravan route - the Uzun Yol (long road) - you 
make your way towards the campsite near the 
Kizilirmak River which is Turkey’s longest river. (riding 
time 6 hours) 

 

Day 7 

This morning you have a shorter ride along the 
Kizilirmik River. You will hopefully enjoy some lovely 
long canters along the path winding its way between 
craggy cliffs and caves. (riding time 3 hours) 

Tonight you normally attend the Dervish Performance 
at Sarihan. The performance is normally at 17.30 and 
lasts approximately 50 minutes.  

Overnight at hotel in Mustafapaşa. 

 

Day 8 

Today you ride through the stunning Rose and Red 
valley where you can visit a rock church and onto the 
village of Cavusin.  

Once past the village of Cavusin there may be the 
opportunity for some faster riding across the open 
steppe. This evening, you normally visit the Goreme 
Open Air museum. 

Farewell dinner and overnight in Mustafapaşa. (riding 
time 3-4 hours) 

Day 9 
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After breakfast transfer to Kayseri or Nevsehir for 
departure flights. 

Accommodation 
For the first two and last two nights you stay in 
Mustafapaşa at Saddle Cave Hotel. Occasionally we 
use a different hotel of similar standard.  

 

The hotel had a complete restoration at the start of 
2019 and now has five bedrooms. Each room is 
comfortably furnished with private bathrooms with a 
bath/shower and free WIFI. 

There is a lovely balcony to relax and have meals on.  

 

For the nights you are camping, the camp support 
crew, including cook, will travel ahead by vehicle to 
await the arrival of the riders.  

All luggage is also transported by vehicle so during the 
day you only need to carry a few items such as camera 
and sunscreen that you need during the day. 

 

The campsite is basic with no facilities. On one of the 
camping nights you may get the opportunity to visit a 
local Turkish bath establishment. Spacious tents are 
provided and it is usually possible to have a separate 
tent per person. 

 

 


